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BY PEGGY LEVINSON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAN PIASSICK

DNLQJ� LQVSLUDWLRQ� IURP� ERWK� WKH� XQIRUJHWWDEOH�
KRXVH� LQ� $OIUHG� +LWFKFRFN·V� ´1RUWK� E\�
1RUWKZHVWµ� DQG� WKH� FODVVLF� %OXH� 1RWH� DOEXP�
FRYHUV� E\� 5HLG� 0LOHV�� WKH� PRGHUQ� KRXVH� WKDW�

&OLII� :HOFK� GHVLJQHG� LQ� ����� KDV� DOO� WKH� FODVVLF�
SURSHUWLHV� RI� D� :HOFK�GHVLJQHG� UHVLGHQFH³KLV� XVH�
RI� QDWXUDO� ZRRGV�� VWRQHV�� DQG� ÀQLVKHV� FRQVWUXFWHG� LQ�
KRUL]RQWDO� OLQHV� LQWHUVHFWHG� E\� YHUWLFDO� UHFWDQJOHV� ZLWK�
DEXQGDQW�OLJKW�VRXUFHV��'DYLG�DQG�'HERUDK�0LFKHO�KDG�
chosen Welch to build and design a new home when the 
&KDSHO�+LOO�KRXVH�EHFDPH�DYDLODEOH��6D\V�'DYLG�0LFKHO��
´2XU�SODQ�ZDV�WR�GHVLJQ�D�KRPH�IURP�VFUDWFK��EXW�ZKHQ�
ZH�WRXUHG�WKH�&KDSHO�+LOO�SURSHUW\��ZH�DEVROXWHO\�IHOO�LQ�
ORYH�DQG�ERXJKW� LW�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�RZQHU��&OLII�KDV�D�
NQDFN� IRU� HPEHGGLQJ�ZDUP�� OLYDEOH� VSDFHV�ZLWK�FODVVLF�
PRGHUQ� DUFKLWHFWXUH�� +LV� XVH� RI� QDWXUDO� ZRRGV³,SH�
PDKRJDQ\� FHLOLQJV�� .KDKD� PDKRJDQ\� FDELQHWU\�� DQG�
6DSHOH�WULPPHG� ZLQGRZV³LV� VWXQQLQJ�� 1DWXUDO� OLJKW�
from the clerestory windows throughout the main living 
DUHD�ÁRRGV�WKH�WHUUD]]R�ÁRRUV�ZLWK�JHQWOH��LQGLUHFW�OLJKW��
(YHU\�URRP�LV�GLVWLQFW�DQG�LQYLWLQJ�µ

7KH�0LFKHOV� WKHQ�EHJDQ� FUHDWLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ�XQLTXH�
KRPH� ZLWK� WKHLU� LQVLJKWV�� OLIHVW\OH�� DUW�� DQG� IXUQLWXUH��
:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�WDOHQWHG�WHDP�RI�&OLII�:HOFK��GHVLJQHU�
5RE\Q�0HQWHU��DUW�DGYLVRU�-RKQ�5XQ\RQ��DQG�ODQGVFDSH�
DUFKLWHFW� 0DUN� 0HKGLEHJL�� WKHLU� FROODERUDWLRQ� LV� D�
measured study of light and space with focus on the 
Michel’s private collection of established and emerging 
DUWLVWV��%HLQJ�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�WR�FROOHFWLQJ�PRGHUQ�DUW��WKH�
0LFKHOV� WXUQHG� WR� -RKQ�5XQ\RQ� WR� KHOS� WKHP� LQ� WKHLU�
search.

´,�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�-RKQ�5XQ\RQ�E\�RWKHU�PRGHUQ�
DUW�FROOHFWRUV�ZKR�VSRNH�KLJKO\�RI�KLP��2XU�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHJDQ� ZLWK� KLP� JHWWLQJ� WR� NQRZ� RXU� WDVWHV�� ,� ORYH�
VFXOSWXUDO�DUW�VSHFLÀFDOO\��DQG�DP�GUDZQ�WR�EROG�FRORUV�
DQG�WDFWLOH� WH[WXUHV��:H·YH�VRXJKW�RXW�DUWLVWV�ZKR�KDYH�
ZRUNV� LQ�PDMRU�PXVHXP�FROOHFWLRQV��EXW�ZKR�PD\�DOVR�
be early in their development. We’ve also searched for 
SLHFHV�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�VWULNLQJO\�EHDXWLIXO�LQ�WKH�VSDFHV�ZKHUH�
WKH\�ZLOO�OLYH��-RKQ�QDUURZV�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�SUHVHQWV�XV�ZLWK�
PDQ\�DUWLVWV�ZKR�UHÁHFW�RXU�VHQVLELOLWLHV��DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�
ÀQG�D�ZRUN�ZH�ORYH��ZH�NQRZ�LW�µ�

6D\V�5XQ\RQ��́ 2XU�DUW�VHOHFWLRQV�ZHUH�D�FROODERUDWLYH�

T
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HOUSE IN BLUE NOTE
THE MODERN ARCHITECTURE OF A CLIFF WELCH-DESIGNED RESIDENCE IS 
ENHANCED BY THOUGHTFUL INTERIORS AND A CURATED ART COLLECTION.

&XVWRP�ÀUH�SLW�GHVLJQHG�E\�0LFKDHO�0HKGLEHJL�ZLWK�5LFKDUG�6KXOW]�IRU�.QROO�URFNLQJ�FKDLUV�DQG�FKDLVH�ORXQJHV���
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MRXUQH\�� ,� PHUHO\� FKDQQHOHG� WKHLU� WDVWH� DQG� VSLULW�� :H� VHOHFWHG�
DUWZRUNV� WKDW� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH� &OLII� :HOFK� DUFKLWHFWXUH� DQG��
PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��ZKDW�WXUQV�WKHP�RQ�DV�FROOHFWRUV��,�NQHZ�WKH\�
ZHUH�VHULRXV�DQG�FRPPLWWHG�ZKHQ�DFFHSWLQJ�P\�ÀUVW�SURSRVDO³D�
PDMRU�/LDP�*LOOLFN�ZDOO� LQVWDOODWLRQ��7KLV� LV� D� VHULRXV�PXVHXP�
TXDOLW\�ZRUN� LQ�GLDORJXH�ZLWK� VHULRXV� DUFKLWHFWXUH�� D�SHUIHFW�ÀW��
7KDW�ÀUVW�*LOOLFN�DFTXLVLWLRQ�SURYLGHG�WKH�PRPHQWXP�DQG�WUXVW�WR�
FRQWLQXH�WKH�MRXUQH\�µ

:LWK�YLVXDO�QRWHV�IURP�WKH�JUDSKLF�GHVLJQ�RI�%OXH�1RWH�DOEXP�
FRYHUV�IURP�WKH�����V��:HOFK�GHVLJQHG�D�KRXVH�WKDW�LV�DFWXDOO\�WZR�
VWUXFWXUHV�FRQQHFWHG�E\�D�EULGJH³RQH�KRXVH�IRU�SULYDWH�TXDUWHUV�
DQG� WKH� RWKHU� IRU� SXEOLF� VSDFHV�� 7KH� JODVV�ZDOOHG� EULGJH� ÁRDWV�
RYHU� D� FRXUW\DUG� ÁDQNHG� E\� WZR� PDWFKLQJ� ULYHU� ELUFKHV�� 3HWHU�
$OH[DQGHU·V�Blue Cube� LV� WKH�IRFDO�SRLQW�DQG�VHHPV�WR�UHÁHFW� WKH�
EOXH�RI�WKH�VN\�LQ�WKH�UHFWDQJOH�DERYH��7KH�VHUHQH�VSDFH�GHFHSWLYHO\�

KLGHV�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GHVLJQ�RI�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�LQ�EHGURFN�
ZLWK�VWHHO�EHDPV�DOORZLQJ�WKH�KRXVH�WR�VHHPLQJO\�ÁRDW�LQ�VSDFH��
7KH�FHLOLQJ�EHDPV�DOLJQ�WKH�WZR�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�FDQWLOHYHU�RXW�WR�
DOORZ�WKH�URRI�WR�SURYLGH�VKDGH�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�EUXWDO�7H[DV�
heat and weather.  

7KH� SXEOLF� VSDFH� LV� DQ� RSHQ� ÁRRU� SODQ� ÁRRGHG� ZLWK� OLJKW�
accented by the perfect positioning of the Michels’s growing art 
FROOHFWLRQ��/DGGLH�-RKQ�'LOO·V�DUJRQ�WXEH�VFXOSWXUH��Light Sentence, 
LV� LQVHW� LQWR� WKH� ZDOO�� FUHDWLQJ� PXOWLSOH� OLJKW� UHIUDFWLRQV� LQ� WKH�
VSDFH�DERYH�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�PDLQ�VWDLUFDVH��5XQ\RQ�LQIRUPV��´:H�
WRXUHG� WKH�'DOODV�$UW� )DLU�� 7KDW� UHVXOWHG� LQ� GHHSHU� H[SORUDWLRQ�
DQG�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�DUWZRUN� IURP�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�/LJKW�DQG�6SDFH�
PRYHPHQW��GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�����V��6KRUWO\�IROORZLQJ��ZH�DFTXLUHG�
�ZRUN� E\��0DU\� &RUVH�� /DGGLH� -RKQ�'LOO�� DQG� 3HWHU� $OH[DQGHU��
SURPLQHQW� PHPEHUV� RI� /LJKW� DQG� 6SDFH�� VRPH� RI� ZKRP� WKH�

Toko wall vase in steel and bronze patina from David Sutherland.
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Clockwise from top left: Master bedroom with Mary Corse, Untitled, acrylic 
DQG�JODVV�PLFUREHDGV�����������[����LQ��$ERYH�WKH�ÀUHSODFH��:LOOLDP�'DQLHOV��
Untitled, oil on board, 2013, 39 x 32 in. Dining room features a marble table by 
Drainert from Scott + Cooner, Coco armchairs by Matteo Grassi.
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0LFKHOV�KDYH�YLVLWHG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�µ
$�ZDOO� RI� VWDFN�EDFN� JODVV� GRRUV� LQ� WKH� GLQLQJ� URRP�FUHDWHV�

D� WUHHKRXVH� HIIHFW�� ZLWK� D� PLUURUHG� ZDOO� RQ� RQH� HQG� UHÁHFWLQJ�
:LOOLDP�'DQLHOV·V�8QWLWOHG��'DQLHOV·V�WHFKQLTXH�LQYROYHV�FUHDWLQJ�D�
VFXOSWXUH�RI�DOXPLQXP�IRLO�DQG�UHSURGXFLQJ�LW�LQ�RLO��D�SDLQWLQJ�RI�
UHÁHFWLYH� OLJKW�VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�DEVWUDFW�DQG�ÀJXUDWLYH��0DL�
7KX�3HUUHW·V�Everywhere Real�JOD]HG�FHUDPLF�UHFWDQJOH�JLYHV�QRG�WR�
WKH�%OXH�1RWH�WKHPH�WKURXJKRXW� WKH�KRXVH��6D\V�5XQ\RQ��´7KH�
0LFKHOV� KDYH� DFTXLUHG� QRWDEOH� \RXQJHU� DUWLVWV� H[KLELWHG� LQ� DQG�
FROOHFWHG�E\�LPSRUWDQW�PXVHXPV�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��IRU�H[DPSOH�0DL�
7KX�3HUUHW��5LFN\�6ZDOORZ��DQG�:LOOLDP�'DQLHOV�µ

$�%UD]LOLDQ�TXDUW]LWH�WDEOH�E\�'UDLQHUW�IURP�6FRWW���&RRQHU�
ZLWK�0DWWHR�*UDVVL� FKDLUV� GRPLQDWHV� WKH� VSDFH�� EXW� ÁRDWV� RQ� D�
VWDLQOHVV� VWHHO� EDVH�� $� GLYLGLQJ� ZDOO� RI� GDUN�� LURQ�VSRW� EULFN�
VHSDUDWHV�WKH�GLQLQJ�DQG�OLYLQJ�URRPV��7KH�OLYLQJ�URRP�KDV�WZR�
VHDWLQJ� DUHDV� GLYLGHG� E\� D� ÁRDWLQJ� FURVV�KDWFK�� VWDLQOHVV� VWHHO�
EHQFK�GHVLJQHG�E\�0HQWHU��´7KDW�EHQFK�LV�SUREDEO\�KRZ�,�JRW�WKH�
GHVLJQ�MRE�ZLWK�WKH�0LFKHOV�µ�VD\V�0HQWHU��´7KH�SUHYLRXV�RZQHUV�
KDG�D�ÁRDWLQJ�ZDOO�WKDW�GLYLGHG�WKH�URRP�DQG�YLHZV��:KHQ�WKH\�
DVNHG�PH�ZKDW�,�ZRXOG�FKDQJH³,�VDLG�,�ZRXOG�UHPRYH�WKH�ZDOO��
7KHQ�,�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�WKH�EXLOW�LQ�EHQFK�LGHD�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�FXWRXW�
LQ�WKH�WUDYHUWLQH�ÁRRU�µ�2Q�WKH�EHQFK�DUH�DVVRUWHG�DUW�ERRNV�DQG�D�
EOXH�SDLQWHG��PRGHO�DLUSODQH���

´7KDW� LV� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�SLHFH�RI� DUW� LQ� WKH�KRXVH�µ� VD\V�
'DYLG�0LFKHO��,W�LV�WKH�RULJLQDO�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�79�VHULHV�´-D\�-D\�

WKH� -HW� 3ODQHµ� WKDW�ZDV� FUHDWHG� E\� WKH�0LFKHOV� LQ� ������ UDQ� IRU�
VHYHUDO�\HDUV�RQ�3%6��DQG�LV�VWLOO�LQ�ZRUOGZLGH�V\QGLFDWLRQ��5LFN\�
6ZDOORZ·V�Red Pipe with Smoke�SURYLGHV�D�FRORUIXO�MX[WDSRVLWLRQ�WR�
WKH�EOXH�DLUSODQH��7KH�-DSDQHVH�RUDQJH�DFFHQW�FRORU�RQ�WKH�ÀUHSODFH�
ZDOO�FRPSOHPHQWV�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRRG�FRORU�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�,SH�RI�
WKH� FHLOLQJV�� WKH� PDKRJDQ\� FDELQHWV�� DQG� WKH� URVHZRRG� IUDPHV�
RI� WKH� FODVVLF� (DPHV� FKDLUV� IDFLQJ� WKH� ÀUHSODFH�� (PLO� /XNDV·V�
Sound of Spinning #1360 LV�EHVLGH� WKH�ÀUHSODFH��7KH�3HQQV\OYDQLD�
artist is noted for compositions that suspend the viewer between 
VHHLQJ� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ³ZKDW� ORRNV� OLNH� DQ� RYHUH[SRVHG�
SKRWRJUDSK�RQ�WH[WXUH� LV�DFWXDOO\�WKUHDG�VHFXUHG�E\�QDLOV�RYHU�D�
SDLQWHG�ZRRG�IUDPH��/LNHZLVH��WKH�FRQFHSWXDO�/LDP�*LOOLFN�ZRUN��
Divided Progressed�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�URRP��FUHDWHV�WKH�VDPH�
YLVXDO� TXHVWLRQ�� 6HHQ� IURP� GLIIHUHQW� DQJOHV�� WKH� SRZGHU�FRDWHG�
aluminum elements seem to shift shape and color. 

$� VHDPOHVVO\� LQWHJUDWHG� %XOWKDXS� NLWFKHQ� IURQWV� WKH� RWKHU�
VHDWLQJ�DUHD�ZLWK�%RVV�VZLYHO�FKDLUV�E\�)OH[IRUP�DQG�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�
VRID� IURP� WKH� %ULJKW� *URXS�� SHUIHFW� IRU� 79� ZDWFKLQJ�� %XW� D�
WHOHYLVLRQ� LV� QRZKHUH� WR� EH� VHHQ�� 'DOODV� ([WUHPH� GHYHORSHG� D�
IDQWDVWLFDOO\� LQYHQWLYH�PHWKRG� WR� KLGH� D� WHOHYLVLRQ³D� SURMHFWRU�
LQ� WKH� NLWFKHQ� FUHDWHV� D� ���LQFK� WHOHYLVLRQ� E\� SURMHFWLQJ� RQ� DQ�
DXWRPDWLFDOO\�ORZHUHG�ZLQGRZ�VKDGH�RQ�WKH�EDFN�IDFLQJ�ZLQGRZV��
7KH�VDPH�FKDLUV�E\�0DWWHR�*UDVVL�DV�LQ�WKH�GLQLQJ�URRP�VXUURXQG�
WKH�FXVWRP�EUHDNIDVW� WDEOH��DOORZLQJ�IRU�PD[LPXP�GLQQHU�SDUW\�
seating when entertaining.

Living room with a sofa from the Bright Group and Boss swivel chairs by Flexform from Scott + Cooner; Honda Syoryu, Tango, 2013, woven rattan; On the far wall: Liam Gillick, 
Divided Progressed, powder-coated aluminum, 2012, 71 x 68 in.
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Clockwise from top, in the stairwell: Laddie John Dill, Light Sentence, 1971, argon, 70 x .5 in.; 
Mai-Thu Perret, Everything Real, glazed ceramic, 2013, 19 x 15 in. Laddie John Dill, Light Sentence, 
������DUJRQ�����[���LQ��2Q�WKH�ÀUHSODFH�ZDOO��(PLO�/XNDV��Sound of Spinning #1360, 2014, thread 
over painted wood frame, 32 x 26 in.
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Above: Glass-enclosed bridge features a 
pedestal with Peter Alexander’s Blue Cube, in 
turquoise resin, 2015, 8 x 8 x 6.5 in., and a 
steel and walnut bench by Harris Rubin. Left: 
Cliff Welch’s exterior features Brazilian Ipe 
wood and dark iron spot brick.
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7KH� ZKLWH�� FRQFUHWH�� WHUUD]]R� ÁRRUV� DQG� QDWXUDO� ZRRG�
WKURXJKRXW� WKH� SXEOLF� DUHDV� H[WHQG� LQWR� WKH� SULYDWH� TXDUWHUV��
FUHDWLQJ�D�VHDPOHVV�WUDQVLWLRQ��7KH�PDVWHU�EHGURRP�LV�FDOP�DQG�
XQFOXWWHUHG�� FUHDWLQJ� D� VHUHQH� DWPRVSKHUH�� $Q� DFU\OLF� DQG� JODVV�
PLFUR�EHDG� ZRUN� E\� 0DU\� &RUVH� IDFHV� WKH� EXLOW�LQ� EHGIUDPH�
GHVLJQHG� E\� :HOFK�� 0DU\� &RUVH� LV� D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� PDOH�
GRPLQDWHG� /LJKW� DQG� 6SDFH� DUW� PRYHPHQW� RI� WKH� ����V�� 6KH�
LV� EHVW� NQRZQ� IRU� KHU� H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK� UDGLDQW� VXUIDFHV� LQ�
PLQLPDOLVW� SDLQWLQJ�� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ� PDWHULDOV� WKDW� UHÁHFW� OLJKW��
such as the glass microspheres seen here. 

7KH� RXWGRRU� OLYLQJ� VSDFH� EOHQGV� VHDPOHVVO\� ZLWK� WKH� LQVLGH�
WHUUD]]R� ÁRRU�� EULFN� ZDOO�� DQG� ,SH� FHLOLQJ� H[WHQGLQJ� RXW� RYHU�
WKH� XSSHU� GHFN�� IXUQLVKHG�ZLWK� 5LFKDUG� 6FKXOW]·V� ����� URFNLQJ�
FKDLUV� LQ�D�FHOHVWLDO�EOXH�SRZGHU�FRDW��/DQGVFDSH�DUFKLWHFW�0DUN�
0HKGLEHJL� FUDIWHG� WKH� RXWGRRU� VSDFHV� ZLWK� LWV� ,SH� PDKRJDQ\�
GHFN�DQG�EHQFK��KRUVHWDLO�SHULPHWHU��DQG�D� WZR�PLOOLRQ�\HDU�ROG�
SHWULÀHG�ZRRG�VFXOSWXUH��$Q�HWKHUHDO�EOXH�WLOH�ZDWHU�ZDOO�VHHPV�
WR� FRQQHFW� WKH� SRRO�ZLWK� WKH� VN\� DERYH�� DQG�:KLWH�5RFN�/DNH�
EH\RQG³IXOO\� JURXQGLQJ� WKH� KRPH� LQWR� WKH� QDWXUDO� VHWWLQJ� DOO�
around. P

Above: Glass-enclosed bridge features a 
pedestal with Peter Alexander’s Blue Cube, in 
turquoise resin, 2015, 8 x 8 x 6.5 in., and a 
steel and walnut bench by Harris Rubin. Left: 
Cliff Welch’s exterior features Brazilian Ipe 
wood and dark iron spot brick.

The front courtyard has matching river birches.


